THE WOMEN S MOVEMENT
Though their own hopes were disappointed, the women had the
consolation, for what it was worth, of having blocked any further
advance in male enfranchisement. The war ended this, like all other
agitations, and when it was over most of the male opponents withdrew
their opposition, declaring themselves to have been converted by the
magnificent work done by women during the war. It may be
surmised that a natural repugnance to renewing the conflict on the
lines on which it had been conducted in the last years before the war
played a part in this conversion. The Franchise Act of 1918 gave
household franchise to women of thirty and upwards, thus adding
eight million women to the register, which by this time contained
thirteen million male voters. In 1928 Baldwin's Government wiped
out the last discrimination between male and female by reducing the
age limit for women to 21. From this time onwards the register
contained an actual majority of female voters.
Another question which added to the agitations and disturbances
of 1912 was the " Marconi scandal" as it was called at the time.
Time has softened the memories of this affair, but it still has its im-
portance in the history of Ministerial morals.
The facts were briefly these. In 1911 the Imperial Conference
recommended the establishment of a chain of State-owned wireless
stations within the Empire, and in the following year the Postmaster-
General accepted the tender of the Marconi Company for the con-
struction of these subject to subsequent ratification by Parliament.
Under pressure of business, consideration of the matter was postponed
to the autumn, but in the meantime ugly rumours were flying about.
Mr. Godfrey Isaacs, the Managing Director of the Marconi Com-
pany, was a brother of Sir Kufus Isaacs, the Attorney-General, and
it was suggested that the Postmaster-General, Sir Herbert Samuel,
had corruptly favoured the company, and that in addition to Sir
Rufus Isaacs two other Ministers, Mr. Lloyd George, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and the Master of Elibank, Government Chief
Whip, had had dealings in its shares on inside knowledge not available
to the public. A spectacular rise in the shares of the company which
followed when the news of the contract became known added to
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